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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:ETRD, ES, US 

SUBJECT: MUNITIONS CONTROL LICENSE APPLICATION POMA 
HERMANOS 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 0704 

1 . DEPARTMENT RECEIVED MUNITIONS CONTROL LICENSE APPLICA- 
TION ON FEBRUARY 2 FROM INTER-AMERICAN IMPORT EXPORT 
COMPANY, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA (CASE NO. 10629) FOR 
WEAPONS MENTIONED REFTEL. APPLICATION LISTS FOREIGN 
CONSIGNEE AS MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND PUBLIC SECURITY, 

SAN SALVADOR; STATED PURPOSE IS QUOTE: FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
USE UNQUOTE. HOWEVER, LETTER ATTACHED TO APPLICATION 
INDICATES ITEMS ORDERED BY POMA HERMANOS. ALSO ATTACHED 
IS LETTER FROM MOD SUB-SECRETARY CASTILLO YANES, AUTHORIZ- 
ING PURCHASE. WHEN QUERIED RE DISCREPANCY IN CONSIGNEE 
AND PURPOSE, INTER- AMERICAN IMPORT-EXPORT REPLIED THEY 
WERE TOLD QUOTE: THAT'S THE WAY WEAPONS ARE IMPORTED INTO 
EL SALVADOR UNQUOTE. 
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2. IN ADDITION TO A3 OVE-MENTIONED DISCREPANCY, WE HAVE 
SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT APPROVING THIRD ITEM IN APPLICATION 
(16 MAC MODEL 10 SUB-MACHINE GUNS-9-MM MODIFIED SO THAT 

THE SUPPRESSOR/SILENCER CANNOT BE ATTACHED) PLUS MAGAZINES 
AND AMMO FOR SALE TO PRIVATE FIRM. THE MAC M-10 SUB- 
MACHINE GUN OR AUTOMATIC PISTOL, EVEN WITH SUPPRESSOR/ 
SILENCER REMOVED,IS A FORMIDABLE WEAPON, WHICH BECAUSE OF 
ITS SMALL SIZE AND RAPID FIRE CAPABILITY IS DESCRIBED 
AS IDEAL FOR COUNTER INSURGENCY AND BY EXTENSION 
INSURGENCY-OPERATIONS. WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT PERMITTING 
SALE OF THIS MANY MAC M-10'S TO A PRIVATE FIRM BECAUSE OF 
THE PERPLEXING POSSIBILITY THAT THE WEAPONS COULD TOO 
EASILY FALL INTO THE HANDS OF TERRORISTS THROUGH THEFT 
OR BUYING OFF SECURITY GUARDS. 

3. WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED MC LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE SALE OF MODEST QUANTITIES OF MODIFIED MAC M-10'S 
TO PRIVATE FIRMS OR INDIVIDUALS IN OTHER LA COUNTRIES 
WHEN CLEARLY APPROPRIATE TO FIRM OR INDIVIDUAL'S NEEDS 
AND HOST COUNTRY DEFENSE MINISTRY CONCURRED IN SALE. 

IN THIS INSTANCE, BECAUSE OF THE QUANTITY OF WEAPONS 
INVOLVED AND THE RECENT UPSURGE IN TERRORISM IN EL SALVADOR 
WE FEEL EMBASSY SHOULD CONFIRM WITH MOD THAT IT HAS 
FOCUSSED ON CONCERNS RAISED PARA 2. IT WOULD ALSO BE 
HELPFUL TO KNOW SIZE OF FIRM'S SECURITY FORCES, HOW 
WEAPONS WOULD BE DEPLOYED AND WHAT INTERNAL CONTROLS 
FIRM WOULD EXERCISE INCLUDING STORAGE FACILITIES FOR GUNS. 

4. DESCRIPTIVE MATERIAL ON MAC M-10 BEING POUCHED. INGERSOLL 
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